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Block 6 – Streetscape Character   

Source: 1982 Old Oakville Heritage District Plan 

Area is characterized by a neat, ordered appearance.  Wall along Erchless in a continuous element 

linking the whole length of the street and terminating in buildings built on a grand scale in same 

materials. The interior of the garden has a pleasant, intimate atmosphere. The gates in the wall should 

be of such a design to be inviting to the public. The buildings in the Erchless Estate are identified as key 

buildings.   Two houses on the east side of Navy Street in this block are approximately the same height 

and effectively enclose the street with a formal atmosphere.  The entrance to Front Street has a narrow 

lane character with mature trees and the house on the corner being close to the street.  
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OLRA Working Group Observations 

Navy Street is a key street within the Old Oakville District -from its origins as a commercial throughway 

from downtown to harbour and now as a valued pedestrian public walkway.  The combination of homes 

and open space creates an inviting setting.  The role of Erchless Estate in shaping and forming the 

character of this section is critical.  Its designation as a Cultural Heritage Landscape is important to 

ensure ongoing access; open space and views to harbour.   

It appears that the flats next to Sixteen Mile Creek that are identified in Block 2 of the original Old 

Oakville District Plan are within the boundaries of the Erchless Cultural Heritage Landscape Strategy and 

as such should be reflected accordingly. 

Consistent with our observations associated with public lands in Blocks 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 10 – we think that 

there is an opportunity to incorporate integrated design elements that visually connect Erchless Estate 

with other public spaces in the District as well as Oakville’s historic downtown (signage, picket fences, 

street lamps, benches and garbage receptacles).  

Given the importance of the continuous wall along Navy Street – consider the opportunity to install 

similar Dick and Wickson wooden gates at the south end (entrance to the parking lot) as at the north 

end.  And in the long term, the opportunity to install an iron fence along the top of the low stone wall 

profile. 

The two homes on the east side of the street south of King have significant architectural and historical 

importance that should be protected and preserved. 

Erchless Estate at the Bottom of Navy Street 

. 
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Lakeside Park opposite Erchless at the south end of Navy Street 

Note: Lakeside Park signage developed with OLRA in early 2000s  
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Looking east along Front Street from corner of Navy & Front – Lakeside Park to south 

Narrow lane character – stone wall at 19 Navy Street defines street edge 
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Two houses on the east side of Navy Street in this block are approximately the same height  

Effectively enclose the street with a formal atmosphere. 
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Southwest corner of King and Navy – Low stone wall & Dick and Wickson Wooden Gates  

Consider opportunity for a second set of Dick and Wickson Wooden Gates further south at the entrance to parking 

 


