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Block 1 – Streetscape Character   

Source: 1982 Old Oakville Heritage District Plan 

The predominant features of this block are the steep valley slope and the creek.  The narrow undefined 
nature of Water Street gives it an informal "back lane" character.  Terraces, retaining walls and exposed 
foundations set into the slope emphasize the steep valley.  The Oakville Club is identified as a key 
building whose facade forms and important terminal feature at the foot of William Street.  Views to lake 
are restricted to the north end at Robinson Street.  Any new construction should recognize the sloping 
site through the use of retaining walls, terraces, and exposed foundations.  Materials used for such 
structures should be of a highly textured nature in keeping with the existing materials. 
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OLRA Working Group Observations 

Most of this block is now part of the Oakville Harbour Cultural Heritage Landscape which recognizes the 

value of the rise of recreational activities and organizations in the late 1800s and early 1900s.  There is a 

need to align this designation with that of the Old Oakville Heritage District.    The Oakville Club building 

continues to be a key building and as such should be subject to heritage district guidelines.  The 

remaining Water Street (between William and Robinson) continues to be recognized as having 

important historical context regarding the development of Oakville's harbours.  As such all efforts should 

be made to protect and preserve the narrow, undefined nature of this roadway and its contribution to 

the character of the block and the District.  This has implications in terms of road construction as well as 

planned development on the property on the south side of Robinson Street. 

 

 
Looking West Down Slope – Towards Oakville Club and Termination of William Street 
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Corner of William and Water Streets 

 

Water Street looking north towards Part IV Designated Granary Building 
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Looking south towards portion of Water Street that is part of Oakville Club property 

Looking north on Water Street that is part of the Oakville Club property 
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Block 1 is part of the Oakville Harbour Heritage Landscape 

Tennis Courts backing on to Lawn Bowling Club House  

Note: Tennis has been played in this Block for over 100 years as identified on the 1910 Fire Insurance Map  

Terraces, Retaining Walls next to Oakville Club Tennis Court 

 

   

 

 


